A casual experience with the details of astronomical investigation reveals, in the number of the stars, a serious difficulty to be overcome in undertaking.any discussion of the development and structure of the stellar universe. Telescopes of even moderate size bring before the observer stars to be counted by tens of millions, while those shown by instruments of the highest power are many times more numerous. Since the individual examination of all these objects will not be seriously considered, the question arises as to a rational limitation of the program of observations. Fortunately, the problem is not as hopeless as it seems, for very important and illuminating facts are to be derived from a minute percentage of the total number of stars seen in our telescopes, provided only that the objects chosen for study be representative of the collection as a whole.
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